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eighty-eight rank and file. The troop of horse
was disbanded, Keigwin was discharged from the
service, and thirty soldiers, who had been detached
to Surat to defend the factory against Sivajee,
were refused any extra allowance, which caused
much discontent. Before long the Directors
became alarmed at the defenceless state of Bom-
bay, and sent out Keigwin again with troops
and artillery, to have the chief military command
and the third seat in Council. To meet the
expense, the other officers were made to suffer
in rank and pay, and the whole of the small force
fell into a dangerous state of discontent. Among
other reductions in the pay of their military force,
the Directors reduced the rate of exchange, a
measure that affected the men as well as the
officers; and, not content with making these
changes prospective, insisted that the officers
should refund the surplus of what they had
received. Keigwin also had his personal griev-
ance. He claimed subsistence money, like the rest
of the merchants and factors, the Company's table
having been abolished.* After much altercation,

* It was afterwards re-established, and again abolished in Boone's
time.